
 

Of Water & 

the Spirit 
 “united in baptism” 

 
Goal:  to consider how baptism unites the followers of God into 

the body of Christ; bringing unity into the diversity of opinions, 

experiences, and backgrounds that we all have. 

 
Open:  Does your family have any unique or special traditions or 
activities that you regularly observe?  How did these events 
become special for you and your family? 
 
Dig:  John 17:20-23; Eph. 4:1-6 & 11-13 

• What did Jesus pray for us, as his disciples, to be? 
 

• Why, according to Jesus’ prayer, is having a unity that can 
be seen by the world so important? 

 

• According to Paul in Ephesians 4 what unites us as 
Christians? 

 

• What does our unity and the different gifts of the Spirit 
prepare God’s people for?  Why? 

 
Discuss: 

• Can you think of some examples of situations that 
Christians have divided over in the past? 

 

• What do these examples say to the world as it watches the 
church? 

 

• What are some topics that your Share Group might 
disagree over? (ex. Football teams, politics, etc.) 

 

• What unites your share group despite the above topics? 
 

• How does baptism work as a uniting force with people of 
differing backgrounds, experiences, and opinions? 

• The early church was an interesting mix of people from 
extremely different walks of life.  (Gentiles, Jews, slaves, slave 
owners, rich, poor, male, female.)  How do you think this idea 
of being united in a common baptism affected their views of 
the divisions that existed in their culture? 
 
• What divisions in our society and our church should we re-
evaluate in the light of our baptism into the unifying Spirit of 
God? 
 
• What are some practical ways your share group can unite 
for “works of service” so that the body of Christ can be built up 
until we all reach the unity in faith that embodies fullness in 
Christ? (Eph. 4:11-13)  
 
 
Related texts mentioned in lesson: Ephesians 2:11-22 
 
Prayer… “how can we pray for you tonight?” 
 


