
 

Of Water & 

the Spirit 
 “the mystery of baptism” 

 
Goal:  to celebrate our baptisms as transformative events in our 

Christian journey… and to encourage baptism for those who 

have never made the commitment. 

 
Open:  Have everyone go around the room and share their 
baptism story if they will… 

• When were you baptized?  How old were you? 

• Where were you?  River?  Ocean?  Lake?  Church 
building? 

• What prompted you to do it when you did? 

• Who baptized you?  How was it special? 

• Any special memories associated with it? 
 
 
Read:  John 3:1-8 

• Why do you think Nicodemus came to Jesus at night? 
 

• To what extent do you think Nicodemus was a believer?  
What did he say to make you think this? 

 

• What is Jesus’ response to him? 
 

• What did Jesus mean that we must be “born again” or 
“born from above”? 

 

• Why does Jesus say “and Spirit” when referring to being 
born of water…? 

 

• How is baptism a new birth “of water & Spirit”? 
 
 
Related texts mentioned in lesson:  Eph. 2:8-10; Colossians 
2:9-14; Acts 2:38 
 

Discuss: 

• Has baptism been for you… ? 
o A sore subject 
o A subject I’ve got a lot of questions about 
o A subject I’ve got all figured out 
o A subject I would rather avoid (if so, why?) 

 

• What should be our response to sincere folks who believe 
that baptism is “important but not necessary”? 

 

• What should be our response to sincere folks who believe 
that baptism is “necessary because faith isn’t enough”? 

 

• How have you viewed baptism in the past?  As a “work” or 
as a “work of God”?  What’s the difference? 

 

• What does God DO at our baptism to change us? 
 

• How important, in your judgment, is baptism to God? 
 

• What questions have you got about baptism that you 
would like for us to address in this study? 

 
 
Prayer… “how can we pray for you tonight?” 


